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Geographical Indication

Merging Identity with Nature : Reading Mamang
Dai’s The Legends of Pensam  from an

Ecofeminist Perspective
Lalsanlevis Nampui

Abstract:
Considering the corpus of literature from different writers of North East India,

especially of writings in English, the theme of identity has been found greatly addressed or
indirectly celebrated in these works.  Writing itself can be seen as an act of survival for many
of the blooming writers with their roots and origin steeped into the mystifying lands of the
North East. Hence, the land and its people make a dominant appearance with nature forming
as one of the shades of entity for the many hill dwellers or significantly, hill communities of this
region. Such is essentially the case of Mamang Dai, a noted literary figure of Arunachal
Pradesh (of India) constantly speaking for the soul of the enchanting lands of Arunachal. This
paper is mainly directed towards an analytical reading of one of her successful works, The
Legends of Pensam (2006) to underline the spirituality of Ecofeminism reverberated through
many of the stories recounted in the legends. It is important to associate again how nature,
women and identity assimilate with each other, presenting stories of the past which however
cannot be delinked with the present. The joys of the bygone days in oneness with nature and
beings, the threats to identity-of the self (of inclusion and seclusion from nature) and the
community (at the extended level for distancing with nature) and the waiting for a hopeful
day act as reminders for human life restrained with power struggle, changing notions of
identity and diminution of individuality. The power play engaging identities both high and low
in the day to day life is deeply resonant as Mamang Dai unravels beautiful, at times strange,
mysterious and innocent stories of living characters in the legends.
Keywords : identity, literature, nature, ecofeminism.


